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Revisiting the Budget
The ACE School Finance Research Committee recently hosted a training on school finance. This was an opportunity
for educators to learn how funding is allocated to support positive educational outcomes for students – and how
educators within unionized school districts participate as equal partners in determining how money is ultimately
spent in the interest of student success. If youʼre interested in attending one of these training sessions in the
future, reach out to us at ace@cloviseducators.org.

Here are some of the takeaways from the recent training and research:

We know that the largest source of funding for our district is called
the LCFF, or Local Control Funding Formula, making up between
60-75% of our districtʼs revenues each year.

This year, weʼve learned that the state provided us with the
largest increase (both in percent and in pure dollars) in the
history of the LCFF. It was approximately 13% more than last
year. For Clovis, that was an increase of more than $50 million
in ongoing, unrestricted monies. That doesnʼt even include the
other funding sources, which also saw unprecedented increases
in ongoing and one-time funding.

This means that the 7% increase we received this
year actually results in a smaller portion of the
districtʼs resources going to educator salaries. In
other words, the piece of the pie – the one needed
to attract and retain the excellent staff we know
our students deserve – got proportionately smaller
this year.

While we know that our school budgets always fall short of the
incredible need, we also know that the story we hear o�en exaggerates the shortfall. Last year the district admin told
us that the revenues werenʼt enough and that they would need to spend reserves.

In the latest report, it showed that they actually added money to the reserves again: a
$2.7 million surplus went into reserves. We also noticed that the district has changed the
way they calculate the reserves to show a lower reserve level with the same total dollar
amount.
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These resources should be put to immediate use addressing the staffing shortages weʼre experiencing in classrooms
across the district as well as repairing or replacing the broken and unsafe facilities around the district to improve our
studentsʼ learning environment.

We also believe that the only way for the voice of professional educators to have a real and
lasting part of these important decisions is to build a capable, inclusive, and independent
union through ACE.

ACE Podcast
Listen to this week's ACE podcast!

https://jasonroche.podbean.com/e/rats-and-tigers-and-teaching-in-clovis-oh-my/


From OC Meeting
ACE leaders got together this week to talk about the important work needed to get ACE
across the finish line. Weʼd love to have you join us! Talk to your site rep, or reach out to us at
ace@cloviseducators.org

Whatʼs On Your Mind About…
A core value of ACE is to empower the voices of educators, parents, students, and the
community. Only by building consensus around the issues can we work towards solutions.

If you have any questions or ideas, reach out to us at ace@cloviseducators.org. You can also take our surveys on
specific topics:
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- SPED SURVEY
- FACILITIES SURVEY (such as air conditioning, equipment)
- COMMUNITY SUPPORT SURVEY - send this to friends and family in Clovis.

Important Upcoming Dates

Contact Us
ace@cloviseducators.org
Get involved

Follow Us on Social Media
facebook.com/ClovisEducators
twitter.com/cloviseducators
YouTube
Tiktok
ACE Podcast

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdemE_sn5N6JP0Nb1L3g6VKHVLL5YfTMgODvNRzTqkGGyGyrA/viewform
https://forms.gle/pZzPpibfSoNnDMYc9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmncW0pDGFvjdP1JUXNEatkFTJpEUS2i7gWAJ3aAuPADaFRg/viewform
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